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30 YEARS AFTER ROMA INTERROTTA

Alessandro Camiz, architect Ph.D.
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Robert Venturi

‘Rome is an interrupted city because we stopped to imagine it~

Thirty years later the Biennale opens the
game, widening the horizon from the historical
city to the metropolitan area. Aaron Betsky
has decided to display once more in the first
room of the Artiglierie of the Arsenale the
original drawings from ‘Roma Interrotta” as
an introduction to “Uneternal City” Designing
the exhibition in the first room of the Artiglierie
of the Arsenale in Venice, our choice was to
enhance the extraordinary qudlity of the original
drawings, collages, sketches from the twelve
projects dating back to 1978. Rather than a
new interpretation of the project, using new
communication technologies, we have decided
to use a philological approach, enclosing the

original drawings in new glass frames, on display
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on a dark background: using chromatic difference
to enhance the original drawings as floating in
space. The exhibition of the 12 projects is unrolled
on the perimeter of the room, on modular supports
designed to be used again in the future exhibitions
of “Roma interrotta” . In the centre of the room a
double faced volume displays the original Plan of
Rome by Giambattista Nolli (1748), consisting of
12 etchings where the city of Rome is displayed
as a whole organism. On this historical plan we
can recognize buildings from different ages,
1320 different points of interest, 114 piazzas,
311 palaces, 326 churches, acquaeducts and
arches, fountains, chapels, oratories, monasteries,
hospitals: all this in a city of 150.000 inhabitants
(Rome in 1748) . On the other side of the volume,

Piero Sartogo

the master plan of "Roma interrotta” 1978,
composed by the different projects of each of the
12 architects invited to design Rome on the base
of the precapitalistic plan of Rome designed by
Nolli. A small orange volume is added at the left
lower corner of the central volume, to display the
explanatory folders of the exhibition, but also to
break the symmetry of the general composition,
infroducing a dynamic gesture in the static space
of the Arsenale, using volumetric intersections and
chromatic selections as meaningful visual devices
to build an effective dialogue between the 1978

‘Roma interrotta”  and the 2008 “Uneternal
cH\/” .
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